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Drinking Water
Analysis

Initial testing of drinking water looks for coliform
organismes. If coliform is present, further testing is
done to determine if E.coli is one of the coliform
organisms found.

Total Coliform Bacteria

Although generally not harmful, they are common
in the environment in places such as surface
water, soil, decaying vegetation and the intestinal
tract of warm blooded animals.

» A positive result may indicate a problem
with the distribution system, and the
possibility of the presence of other
harmful disease causing organisms.

E. Coli
An organism that is always found in the intestinal
tract of mammals or birds.

« A positive result indicates it is more likely
that the water may contain disease-causing
organisms resulting from fecal
contamination.

Nitrate Testing Available

Nitrates can't be tasted or smelled. Testing is the
only way to identify if it is present in the water at a
level for health concerns, especially for infants.

It is also recommended that the water be
tested anytime there is a change to the
system, construction or remodel to the

system, or if flooding near the wellhead
has occurred.

Swimming Pool
Water Analysis

Coliform bacteria are an indicator of other
possible disease causing organisms that may
be present in the pool or spa water, due to:

¢ Inadequate amounts of disinfectant in the
pool

¢ Increased bather load

¢ Usage of the pool by infected persons

¢ Failure of the water treatment system

Sampling Procedures

e Samples should be collected when
swimmers are in the pool, preferably during
periods of peak usage.

¢ All pool and spa samples must be collected
in a clean, sterile bottle provided by your
local health department.

e Collect samples 12" to 18" inches below
water surface in a sweeping motion holding
the bottle by the bottleneck.

e Sample must be received at the lab within
24 hours of sampling.

Surface Water
& Recreational
Water Analysis

When swimming in water with high bacterial
levels, the risk of becoming ill increases.

Flu-like symptoms and upper respiratory
ilinesses are frequently associated with
swimming in contaminated water.

Pollution in beach water is often much higher
during and immediately after rainstorms due to
rainwater runoff.

Your local health department office can tell you
if and when the water at your beach is
monitored, and where the results are posted.

Sampling Procedures

e Collect samples 12" to 18" inches below
water surface in a sweeping motion holding
the bottle by the bottleneck.

e Sample must be received at the lab within 6
hours of sampling.




